THE 
BOROUGH BROKER; 


NOBLEMAN TRICK'D. 
SY BEING 
A Detail of FACTS, 


Adapted to the approaching 


GENERAL ELECTION, 


* . 8 
— — * * ä — ä 


9 


L O MN 


Printed for J. WiLL1ams, No. 39, Fleet-Street: 
M. DC. LXXIV. 


[Price One Shilling. } 


2 


\ 


To the READER, 


8 my chief motive for appearing 1 
I print was for the good of the common 
zeal, and as there is nothing in the following 


ſheets that will not ſtand the teſt of truth, 1 


truſt, indeed, flatter myſelf, that the candid 


and generous public will tenderly glide over any 


errors in this publication; more eſpecially, 
when I aſſure them, that it is my firft gay: 
nor could I now be hardy enough to embark 
in that vaſt ocean, with my little open boat, 
where critics take upon them the he ſove- 
"reignty, was it not at the importunity of my 
moſt reſpectable friends, who thought the 


ſubject of this Narrative too intereſting. as 


well as entertaining, to remain and die in ob- 
\ livion, | 


. A Woman, 


THE 


0 
— — » E A At _ 


THE 


BOROUGH BROKER, &c. 


I Suppoſe I need not inform my country- 

men how near at hand the general election 
is; nor how far it concerns the community, 
from the man of the firſt rank and opulence, 


down to the meaneft individual in this king- 


dom, That their liberty, property and every 
invaluable bleſſing they enjoy, depends, yea 
reſts, upon heir choice of perſons to repreſent 
them in parliament. Of this the preſs, which 
is ever watchful for their preſervation, daily 
advertiſes them, and bids them to be ſcrupu- 
louſly nice and careful in chuſing ſuch as are 
to be no leſs than the truſtees and guardians 


of all they hold dear to themſelves, as Bri- 
fonts. 


13 Now © 


; ( 4) 5 
Now the deſign and intention of this pam- 


phlet is, to caution gentlemen, who are am- 
bitious of ſenatorial honours, who want to 
purchaſe boroughs, perhaps, for the ſake only 
of ſitting in the houſe of commons, or other- 
wiſe, and to bid them be wary, and particu- 
larly informed of the principles and character 
of thoſe perſons they employ to purchaſe 
boroughs for, or may come to offer boroughs 
for ſale to them. Within theſe few years, 
there is a ſet of chevaliers of induſiry, who 
find their account in the ſale of boroughs, 
which they only know by name, perhaps, not 
a ſingle burgeſs nor inhabitant of it ; no, nor. 
any one perſon that knows any thing of it; 
ſo it is of a conſiderable diſtance from Lon- 
don, which they pitch upon as the only place 
for tranſacting this buſineſs, it is enough: 
they are then ſufficiently qualified, they think, 
to treat for the borough, which they offer to 
the purchaſer on very eaſy terms, and much 
under the market price, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion, which is fully and truly de- 
monſtrated in the courſe of the following re- 
lation, and of which I myſelf was a witneſs. 
This the heroes of the tale muſt confeſs, how- 


ever 


+ +7 as 

ever one of them is averſe to truth ; becauſe 
it paints him in his real though ugly /ikeneſs'; 

which truth I ſhall ſtrictly adhere to in every 
article I exh'bit in this treatiſe, as I look up- 
on #t to be the beſt recommendation to the 
judicious world this or any other publication 
can have that is to detail ſimple facts, though 
ſtript of every ornament of dreſs beſide. 

Now, of all the ſpecies of fraud the ſwind- 
ling of boroughs is not only the moſt lucrative, 
but certainly ſnug and ſafeſt for the impaſtor; 
becauſe the purchaſer, in theſe caſes, it is to 
be ſuppoſed, muſt have ſome ſhare of repu- 
tation, however ſmall, as well as fortune, the 
former of which he will hardly run the hazard 
of loſing, by letting the world know, that he 
could take ſuch low methods, and have a con- 
nection with ſuch infamous and unprincipled 
wretches, and be their dupe too, in order to 
get a voice in the legiſſature; and above all 
theſe powerful conſiderations, dare he to go 
law with, or proſecute the impoſtor, that 
had thus deceived and cheated him; becauſe 
the proceeding or tranſaction was unwarrant- 
able in itſelf, and contrary to the expreſs laws 


of this country. Why then, in conſequence, 
| | he 


he keeps the /ecret of the impoſition to him- 
ſelf, whilſt the villain, who has plundered 
him, not only eſcapes with impunity, but 
exults and triumphs in what manner he did 
it; like Ben Johnſon's Alchymiſt, who i in 
the midſt of his ill-gotten treaſures, ſays, 
theſe things delight not me, but hom I got them, 
Having now finiſhed my intioduction, I 
ſhall enter on my ſubject, which begins with 
a Mr. J— R——,_ whom, by the means 
of a near relation, who is often mentioned 
in this Narrative, *and in company with 
him, I ſaw, in January 1772; and he be- 
ing ſome time before informed, that we 
were upon friendly terms with lord V-—, 
in the meanders of converſation took an occa- 
fion to introduce his lordſhip's name, which 
he mentioned with uncommon ardour as well 
as reſpect; ſaying, he was one of the wortbies 
and the diſtinguiſbed few that graced the ſenate 
houſe ; who ſtood forth in defence of their 
injured and oppreſſed country; with many 
other epithets on the virtue of this nobleman, 
which would obtfude too much on the reader's 
ear, was I to repeat even the half of them. 
After this our firſt meeting, we caſyally ſaw 
„ u 


1 
R.— during the year; and I cannot re- 
member that ever we were in company with 
him, but my lord began and ended his con- 
verſation, in which he always profeſſed the 
moſt uncommon eſteem for his lordſhip ; 
ſaying, what he would do to ſerve ſo amiable 
a man; but as we thought he could not ſerve 
himſelf, and at a time too that he ſeemed to 
want a ſervice from every man, we treated 
all he ſaid he would do for my lord with racit 
ridicule and wifible indifference, which he ob- 
ſerving, ſaid, with ſome warmth ; Madam, 
it is in my power to ſerve his lordſhip; I can 
get him a borough, yes, madam, I can get him 
a borough for 1200. which he can diſpoſe of 
for 2500). at leaſt ; and I know, madam, that 
his lordſhip, though he is the beſt of men, 
loves a bargain, and this is the beſt bargain 
in England. We liſtened, as decency re- 
quired, till his Jungs as well as words failed 
him, and then I ſaid; it is very poſſible ; it 
may be as you fay; I don't diſpute your 
powers, ſo waved the ſubject, then and ever 
after for that year, dnring which time neither 
my relation nor I ever hinted a ſyllable of it 
to his lordihip, whom we had both frequent- 


ly 


13 
ly ſeen in the interim; for really we did not 
look upon R-—, from any idea we could 
form of him, to have weight and intereſt 
ſufficient to procure a man a rabbit borough, 
though in himſelf a ſolvent tenant, inſtead of 
a borough, to give him a ſeat in parliament. 
As I had an affair which called me and my 
relation to the country, and which detained 
us there till February 1773, I heard no more 
of Mr. R—— and his borough, it may be 
preſumed. When I came to London, and 
not long after, my relation met R, by 
chance, near Whitehall, who accoſted him, 
with uncommon pleaſure ; and after chatting 
on indifferent things, turned on the old ſub- 
jects, my lord and the borough, which were 
words of late as inſeparable with him as the 
 Fwwm-ſ/iars; one could not be mentioned with- 
out including the other, which had the uſual 
effe& on the hearer, who looked upon all he 
faid as inanity. However, from his poſitively 
perſevering and ſo ſtrenuouſly aſſerting the in- 
fluence he had over a certain borough, the 
name of which he would not confeſs, though 
| repeatedly preſſed to the diſcovery, which, he 


ſaid, he muſt conceal until he had the honour 
0 


5 
of ſeeing the noble lord. My relation was 
ſtaggered in his opinion, and told him he 


3 would conſult me and then he ſhould hear 


from him very ſoon. When he came and 
told me, that he had ſeen R-—, and 
related the converſation that had paſſed 
between them, I own, I adviſed him to go 
to my lord and inform him of it, which he 
did the next day, in one of the private rooms 
in the parliament houſe, in the following words, 
as near as I can recollect, viz. My lord, I 
came to you at the preſſing deſire of a Mr. 
R, whom, I muſt obſerve, I don't con- 
fider as a very extraordinary perſon, and one I 
have no great knowledge of, with the offer 
of a bor ougb to your lordſhip, as he ſays, on 
very cheap terms, greatly under its va/ue, and 
will do himſelf the honour to wait on you, 
when you are pleaſed to permit him; but as the 
affair will not admit of protraction, he humbly 
conceives, if the propoſal is agreeable, the /ooner 
the better. Aye, ſaid my lord, to be ſure ; and, 
- without aſking a ſingle queſtion, appointed the 
next morning for an audience at his ow houſe, 
At the ſame time, my relation took the op- 
portunity of informing his lordſhip, that he 


knew 


( 10 ) 

knew vothing of purchaſing or ſelling 69- 
roughs; but begged he would be cautious 
how he ated with R——, this borough 
broker ; ſor he would not have him qver- 
reached by any man in the world, and eſpe- 
cially one of his recommendation. Poh, poh; 
ſaid my lord, never trouble yourſelf about it, 
I know how to deal with him; I have been 
long converſant in affairs of this nature, and, 
without ceremony, bad my relation good 
Morrow. 

On quitting his lordſhip, he went to 
R——, who was in the vicinity of the /enare 
houſe, and told him the reſult of the confe- 
rence he had with his lordſhip, and that he 
would attend him the next morning to his 
houſe, as appointed. With this news the broker 
was ſo elate, that, after telling my relation 
he would call on him to go to my lord, he 
marched off with more ſpeed than a perſon 
could be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have, in 
whom nature had forgot to make an equal 
proportion in the length of 4g. 

The next day he called on my relation, 
according to promiſe, and, as maſter of the 
ceremonies, he introduced him to his lordſhip, 
who 


- 
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who received him with his uſual politeneſs, 
when there was little exchange of words, 
till the buſineſs of the meeting was entered 
upon, which both of them ſeemed ſo eager 
to begin, that it was difficult, he ſaid, 
for him to augur who would begin firſt. 
However, my lord took the lead, ſaying, I 
think, fir, your name is R , and this 
gentleman, meaning my relation, informs 
me you have a borough to diſpoſe of. Yes, 
my lord, anſwers R—-—. And pray, fir, 
replies the lord, what price do you ſet upon 
it? tell me without heſitation, for ] ſhall be 
at a word with you. When, aſter a judici- 
dus pauſe, returns the broker, 1200). and I 
think it immenſely cheap. Not at all, faid 
my lord, conſidering the length of time be- 
fore I can come into poſſeſſion, which, of 
courſe, muſt render the purchaſe leſs valuable; 
but then, continued the peer, as it is for a 
young man, who is ambitious of being in the 
houſe, I ſhall not diſpute the price, if he ap- 

proves it, though certainly it is a great deal 
of money, and much more than it is worth. 
Probably you may think fo, ſays the broker; 
but that is neither here nor there; his com- 
B 2 mon 


( 12 ) 
mon phraſe, when at a loſs for proper words 
to expreſs himſelf in. My lord, in reſpect to 
this gentleman, meaning my relation, I have 
given you the preference of this borough ; 
whereas I know ſeveral Weſt-Indians, gentle- 
men who are poſſeſſed of capital fortunes, 
moſtly in ready money, who would rejoice at 
the offer I have made to your lordſhip; for 
they have long ſince commiſſioned me to look 
out for a borough for them ; and told me if 
I could get one, that I might only name my 
price and I ſhould have it; but my regards 
for your friend here, as I ſaid before, maugre 
every pecuniary inducement, has prevailed on 
me to let you have it for a ſong. This was 
the touchflane to my lord, and rouzed his paſ- 
fions at once; when he declared, with an 
unuſual high tone of waice, that if R—=— 
would give him but a few days to conſult the 
diſpoſition of his friend, he would cloſe the 
bargain, which he now ſeemed dreadfully 
afraid of loſing, at the next meetipg ; and 
commented greatly on his punctuality to his 
promiſe, which he was known to obſerve 
moſt religiouſly whereas the Creoles, ſaid his 
lordſhip, are, for the moſt part, whiflers, pro- 
4 l 
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aigal of their word, which they never meant 
to keep; and parade, under the oſtenſible 
character of having large fortunes, when they 
are, at the ſame time, under the greateſt 
ſtrictures and embaraſſments. Very true, 
my lord; ſaid R——, it has been often the 
caſe with theſe gentry ; but my acquaintance 
are of a different ſtamp ; I know them to be 
men of ſtrict honour, and undoubted fortune 
but your lordſhip is the man for me. Then 
a profound filence enſued, and the council 
ſeemed ready to break up, when the name of 
the borough was never . once mentioned, until 
my relation defired R to inform my 
lord of it, which he did, at his requeſt, and 
faid, it was Hinden, in Wiltſhire. Oh, oh, 
I know its preſent repreſentatives well, ſaid 
his lordſhip ; they are very honeſt gentlemen; 
but then the borough is open, is it not, Mr. 
R——? Yes, yes, my lord, ſaid R——; 
it is not any one's right, but the beſt brdaer's ; 
and, continued he, I ſcorn to invade any 
man's property, no, not even the crown's 
boroughs, Though I might have had one of 
them in Cornwal, laſt general election, for 
very little money, and as little trouble ; but 

that 


1 


that is not my way of going on. You are 


right, ſays my lord; you think as I do, or I 
need not have been the victim I am to the 
chicanery of knaves. Now ended the meet- 
ing,' and they departed pleaſed with each 

other, in appearance; my lord to the buſineſs 
of the nation, and my relation and R 
home. On the way, R—— was in an un- 
interrupted rapture, on the goodneſs and affa- 
bility of his lordſhip, ſaying, what a pity it 
was that ſo honeſt a gentleman ſhould fo oft 


' have been a dupe to a parcel of raſcals, the 


very dregs of the people. My relation agreed 
in opinion with him, that it was, indeed, la- 
mentable, to ſee worthy, good men become 
a prey to villains; but that is to be imputed 
to their having no ſuſpicion, being honeſt in 


themſelves. That others are not ſo too, and 


from that implicitneſs of belief, no doubt, 
they muſt one time or other be ruined, 
Thank heaven, ſays R——, 1 have it in my 
inclination to act juſtly by all mankind, and 
with his lordſhip in particular, whom I both 
honour and love. Well, I ſhall, by this 75, 
continued he, throw 1 500/. into his pocket, 
though I know it is like a drop of water in 
| the 


(,% ) | 
the ſea : for his loſſes, by all accounts, have 
been very great. Then, in a ſudden: tranſi- 
tion, he aſked my relation, how my lord's 
finances were ? whether he had any ready 
money left, or could he raiſe any? To 
which he returned, that he did not know; 
| for he was by no means acquainted 'with my 
lord's private circumftances. Well, well, ſays 
the other, I ſhall have very little call upon 
him until the general election, and by that 
time J hope he will be in caſh ſor his own 
fake. My relation eaſily ſaw what he was 
angling about, and now took his leave of 
him, reſerving his opinion to himſelf, in 
which he thought he could not be miſtaken. 
After quitting R——, he came and told 
me the ſubſtance of the conference between 
his lordſhip and R——, and what chat 
paſſed between the latter and himſelf, af | 
they had left my lord, which i 1 
ed ; when, without imagining myſelf more 
diſcerning than the reſt of the world, I could 
eaſily have a perception, viz. that his lord- 
ſhip was no way delicate or /queamiſh, where 
an object preſented itſelf to his view, which 
he expected would turn out to his advantage ; 
and 
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and that all R—— aimed at, or had in con- 
templation, was a little ready money to te- 
trieve his wants; which, like Pompey the 
kitle, he would dare do any tbing to at- 
tain, However, as I had heard his lord- 
ſhip was not to poſſeſs himſelf of the bo- 
tough till the enſuing general election, 1 na- 
turally thought he would advance but a 
mere trifle, if any money at all, previ- 
ous to the poſſeſſion of it; therefore ſub 
mitted to the conſequence of the treaty be- 
tween my lord and the borough broker, ſup- 
poſing the loſs, if there ſhould be any, would 
be extremely inſignificant, and, at moſt, but 

an offering to diſtreſs. | 
This was the reſult of our reflections, 
when the ſun had not ſet twice, not two days 
elapſed, before accident, the parent of pro- 
duftions, threw an old ambulatory acquaint- 
ance of my relation in his way, who, at fight 
of him, ſeemed rejoiced ; indeed, ſaid he was 
happy to meet him, having a curioſity to gra- 
tify, and then aſked him, if he was not in a 
coach, about three days before, with a Mr. 
J— R——? he anſwered in the affirma- 
tive; then ſucceeded the uſual queſtions, vix. 
how 
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how long have you known him? in the name 


of heaven, where, and by what means did 
your acquaintance commence with this un- 
common adventurer ? and going on, with a 
loud laugh, faid ; why, this fellow's life 
would make a novel far ſuperior to the cele- 
brated Don Quixote, Gil Blas, or any other 
we have extant. He is, perhaps, the moſt 
plauſible cheat and extraordinary financier, in 
the preſent age; hits upon the moſt ſupriſing 


ways and means for raiſing ſupplies imagina- 


tion can conceive, at leaſt, of any man I 


ever knew, or heard of, fince my long ac- 
quaintance with the world. This diſcovery 
the reader may ſuppoſe appalled my relation ; 
indeed it did ſo much, that he declared, for 
moments, he had no ſenſation, and was not 
conſcious of his own exiſtence, which was 
too viſible not to be obſerved by his acquarnt- 
ance ; for he was in tremors from head to foot, 
and utterly incapable of opening his lips, till 
at laſt he ſummoned up ſtrength enough to 
ſay, though in a very e tone of voice, that 
he had known R—— ſome time, and was 
certain he was Honeſt though poor; however 
incompatible theſe characteriſtics are reckon- 
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ed by ſome people, that he never heard he as 
guilty of any crime but poverty, which man- 
kind very unjuſtly ſtiles the grealeſt, and that 
he wes 40 old to be caſily diverted from the 
opinion he entertained of him. Say you ſo, re- 
ples this gentleinan; why then, if you will go 


with me to the Devil Tavern, which is juſt op- 


polite to us, Il give you ſuch a ſketch of this 
haneſt man's life, as you have termed it, for theſe 
twelve years laſt paſt, as will aſtoniſſ you; and 
however incredible it may appear, eſpecially 
to one who ſeems ſo partial to him as you do, I 
pawn my word and bonour I ſhall not relate one 
ſyllable of him, which is not literally true. 
My relation, bearing all this, could not 
refuſe taking a bottle with his acquaintance, 
as he propoſed, ſo they went to the tavern, 
when the gentleman gave the following rela- 
tion of our boraugh broker., I have known 
& ſaid he, from his juvenile days, 
to the telle æta, which places him in the 
thirty-firſt year of his age. His father, I 
was told, intended to give him a genteel edu- 
cation ; but be had always fuch an abhorrence 
to a common ſchool one, that he is totally igno- 
rant of his own _ language ; he can 


write 
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write his own name, indeed, which he has 
often done at the expenee and injury of others, 
and when I fay that, I ſom up his whole 
literary cburacter: hut as to any thing elle, 
I mean where he could cozen or outwit ano- 


ther, and fo get money by it, he diſcovered 


a quick and lively genius. As his only am- 
bition was to be rich, there was no ſcheme 


too intricate, nor enterprize hazardous, bat- 


ring downright theft and robbery, that he 
would not undertake for the ſake of money. 
I'll begin with him at the age of «cighteen, 
when, after many- trifing man@uvres, he 
commenced ſmuggler ; but how {ucceſsfully 
is ſubmitted to the reader, when he was 
taken in a few months on the coaſt of Suſſex, 
and brought priſoner to the Fleet priſon; 
from whence, in a ſhort time, he got out, 
by what means I don't know, when he turned 
country Pedlar, which he deemed the /afer 
profeſſion of the two, upon the remins of the 


old run goods that lay on his hands unſold ; 


but as this profeſſion did not anſwer, did not 
bring in money faſt enough, he got rid of 


his ſtock in trade as ſoon as he*could, and 


becomes a ſpiritual Quixote, alias field preacher, 
G2 which 


which he thought the ſafeſt and moſt bene- 
ficial profeſſion of any he had been in. It 
' ſeems he had made himſelf well acquainted 
with theſe ſectariſis, when a pedlar, and ima- 
gined they did not take ſuch unuſual pains to 
make ſaints, but on the ſame principles he him- 
ſelf acted, viz. to make fortunes, &c. but how 
far juſtifiable, in his opinion, I will not take 
upon me to ſay. In this occupation, however, 
he exerted his powers moſt ſtrenuouſly, was the 
loudeſt declaimer of the village preachers, and 
dealt out his anatbemas more plentifully, than 
the reſt of his /e//ow-labourers in the vinezard, 
eſpecially on thoſe that did not throw away 
all they had, or make him their fruſtee of it, 
and fo follow him. Some few took his ad- 
vice, and followed his ghoſtly council, I was 
well informed, to whom he is accountable 
at this very day; as he made himſelf the re- 
ceiver-general, and at the ſame time the ob- 

ject of their pious donations. | 
Having thus acquired a ſum of money, 
though not very conſiderable, and being tired 
of carbonading himſelf under the face of the 
ſun, and the acquiſition withal falling far 
ſhort of expectation, and in no reſpect ade- 
quate , 
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quate to his labour and profuſion of ſpirits, 
he maſqued no longer in ſable, but threw off 
the diſguiſe, and together with it, quitted his 
friends, followers, and that country. # 
| So from Eſſex and the wilds of Kent he 
takes a rout of three hundred miles, and 
fixes his head-quarters at Exeter, in Devon- 
ſhire, where he had a mother, two fiſters and 
a brother. Here he takes and opens a ſhop 
in the /inen-drapery and Haberdaſhery bufineſs. 
. This he kept but a ſhort time, as it was only 
to give ſanction to his credit, viz. for bor- 
rowing money, as he ſaid himſelf, which an- 
ſwered the deſign ſo well, that he got ſome 
hundreds in pocket, with which he got off 
for London; but not before he had gutted 
his /hop and houſe, it is to be preſumed, with 
a cloud of advertiſements at his back; but 
as he knew the caverns for concealment, with 
which that metropolis abounds, he bad de- 
fiance to what print could do; and after hid- 
ing himſelf till the heat of the purſuit was 
over, he again fallies forth into the world in 
various characters of impoſition, but too low 
for notice, till the laſt general election, when 
he launches into the parliamenteering ſcheme 3 


and 
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and, on hearing of a 4orough, where there 
was likely to be a warm conteſt, repairs thi- 
ther; and without being employed by any or 
either of the candidates, enters himſelf where 
he knew there was moſt money, and by making 
bimſelf majter of the country  wulgariſms, 
modes and manners of the low people, he 
rendered himſelf conſpicuous amonęgſt them, 
made his party formidable, and kicked up fo 


terrible a duſt, as he ſaid himſeli, that by 


downright force, and every other unjuſtifiable 
means, the majority appeared in favour of the 
candidates whoſe party he eſpouſed, and they 
were returned for members; but when the 
merits of the affair came to be heard before 
the houſe of commons, behold the members 
loſt their ſeats, and R——, by order of the 
houſe, was ſent to Newgate, where he was 
confined, after the ſeſhon was over, by war- 
rants of detainer, for money due to the ſeve- 
ral innkeepers, and ſuch as had opened houſes 
on this clef{ion, which money the candidates 
gave him to diſcharge the houſes with, and 
which he as modeſtly put in his own pocket, 
Newgate, being rather diſagreeable, he re- 
mov ed himſelf by a habeas to the Fleet prijon, 
where 
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where he levied a eee on his 
friends, that he thereby was enabled to hire 
Few bail, and fo got out of this confinement, 
which but ill ſuited an a&rve genius; nor in- 
deed is a priſon, at any rate, conſiſtent with 
good government, nor the intereſt of the 
creditor, as it is ridiculous to immure a per- 
ſon, to hinder him from every means to get 
money, in order to enable him to pay his 
bn . eee , Fu 
From the Fleet, he goes to the verge of 
the court, being apprehenſive of more debts 
coming upon him, where he made no long 
ſtay, as he looked upon it an imagmary ſanc- 
tuary, and only a ſnare to catch ſuch people 
as were weak enough to confide in it; but 
retreated to a ſequeſtered villa, about thirty 
miles from London, and there he concealed 
himſelf till the rumour of the ſolvent af, 
the firſt in the preſent parliament, prevailed, 
when he furrendered himſelf to the King's 
Bench priſon, on a Chriſtmas-Eve. But in 
this he as well as many others were diſap- 
pointed, as that act obliged thoſe to be in 
gaol on or before the Michaelmas-Day pre- 
ceding, who were to be entitled to the benefit 


of 


n 
of it. In this miſerable dilemma, and his 
ſupplies alſo failing him, for he had worn 
out his friends, he knew not what to do, or 
how to ſupport himſelf and family, his wife 
and children ſharing his confinement with 
| him; but at laſt bethought himſelf, that 
[ could he get to the Fleet priſon, he might 
| 
| 


make ſomething of a weak old gentleman, 
poſſeſſed of an eſtate, though incumbered, 
|| who was a priſoner there, whoſe foibles he 
| was no ſtranger to, and could turn to his ad- 
k vantage. Accordingly, at the expence of his 
| whole wardrobe he procures a habeas, and re- 
1 moved himſelf and family, of courſe, to the 
Fleet priſon, where the event proved propi- 
tious to the deſign; but before it came about 
he endured, for two months, as great hard- 
ſhips, as a ſoldier could in a winter's campaign, 
though knee deep in water, in trenches, and 
| | haraſſed almoſt to death by the enemy, when 
| | out of them, with the cold earth for his pil- 
| low. At laſt, during theſe terrible ſtruggles 
| between ie and death, with him and his 
| wretched family, and by plans formed in the 
midſt of thoſe very ills, and beſt known to 
himſelf, he had infinuated himſelf into the 
| ue old 


( 
old gentleman's confidence before - mentioned, 
ſo far as to obtain notes of hand from him, 
in order to get them diſcounted for his, viz. 
the old man's uſe, which he did, at extraya- 
gant premiums ; but reſerved the money for 
himſelf and family, according to cuſtom, 
only that now and then he would give the 
poor old man a ſhilling, or ſend him a Plate 
of meat from his own table. 

Now R—— waxed great in the eyes of his 
fellow priſoners, who could emerge from diffi- 
culties unfelt by the meaneſt in that gaol, and 
figure away in the manner he did; in ſhort, 
they thought him quite clever, being igno- 
rant of his reſources, and ſpoke of him in a 
tight really oracular. 

As he could not think of living barely on 
what money he had got by theſe notes, he 
was determined to improve it, and now turns 
borough broker, a ſcheme he had long ſince in 
contemplation, and had provided people pro- 
per for the execution of the projet. He im- 
mediately takes his emiſſaries into pay, the 
better fort of whom were to find out who 
wanted a ſeat in parliament; and the inferior 
(who were all Wiltſhire country fellows, that 

D were 
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were of his party at the election beſore· men- 
tioned, ) were to proclaim his conſequence and 
their own weight, in preſence of the borough 
pidgeon, when he had got one; a term he 
made uſe of for the man whom he could thus 
dupe. Theſe men were to be no leſs than 
the capital burgeſſes of the borough he was to 
diſpoſe of, and to huzze for his honour Mr. 
R——, when ſettling the terms of the pur- 
chaſe with the ſuppoſed candidate, &c. In a 
week or ſo his ſcouts luckily hit upon a gentle- 
man, who had retired from trade upon a hand- 
ſome fortune, and was now only ambitious of 


a ſeat in the houſe. He was immediately in- 
troduced to R , and was at once fo ra- 


viſned with the powers and addreſs of him, 
and the ſimple, ruſtic looks of his ſuite, the 
countrymen, whom he called honeſt fellows for 
ſelling their country that, on the ſecond in- 
terview with the broker, he was prevailed on 
to let him have two hundred pounds to take 
him out of gaol, and by way of earneſt for the 
borough, for which the broker gave an ac- 
countable receipt, couched in ſuch words, that 
the honeſt tradeſman loſt his money and the 
borough too, without making hisneareſt /riend 

a con- 
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a confident either of his proceedings or m- 
fortune in this affair, becauſe he ſaid he would 
not be laughed az. At this very time a gavernor 
R s came into the Fleet for a large debt, and 
being in fear of more debts coming on him, 
made immediate enquiry if ſuch a thing as 67 
could be had, when R was recommend- 
ed as the only man who could fave him, 
which he undertook to do on this conſiderati- 
on, viz. for the governor to veſt all he had in the 
world in truſt with him, which was pretty con- 
ſiderable, becauſe he ſaid he muſt indemnify the 
bail, and pay him a very high douceur beſides, 
for his trouble and expence in procuring the 
bail, which terms the governour readily com- 
plied with. Upon this occaſion, he got two Iſ- 
raelites for five guineas a man, who bailed the 
governour and ſet him at liberty, when he 
went poſt to Calais; and Mr. R » by the 
ſame means, got himſelf diſcharged the next 
day, when behold he marches out with his 
whole ute, bag, baggage and colours flying and 
takes his rout for Surry, where he took poſſeſſion 
of the governour's houſe, furniture, . ſtock, 


alive and dead, chariot and horſes, .in which 
| ne 
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he paraded for ſome time to his advantage, 
theſe being a ſanction to his ſurther deſigns, 
and the world's loſs conſequently. On the de- 
wheſne and premiſes, he found a large quan- 
tity of bricks ready for ſale, which he ſoon 
diſpoſed of, and clay pits, which would pro- 
duce immenſely more; but as he had not 
money ſufficient to work 'them, was ſome- 
what, though not long, embarrafled for the 
means, At length, he thought of a gao/ 


 uſurer, who had amaſſed a fortune by draining 


the poor priſoner of what he had left of his 
effects, more or leſs, for mere frites to relieve 
his immediate preſſing wants with, This 
worthy man R——, as worthy as himſelf, 
takes into partnerſhip, for the muking bricks ; 
and I believe two ſuch uncommon geniuſes 
Were never fo well before matched together; 


and though they made and ſold them very faſt, 


to à conſiderable amount, yet they quarrelled 
about the divifion'of the /poil, when the ꝝſarer 
ſent our broker #0 the Fleet priſon, for the 
fourth time, where he remained till the laſt 


_ inſolvent #9, by which he was diſcharged, in a 


fhrabby cunattion, to once more become the peft 


of mankind; for he had ſcarcely any thing 
left, 
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left, though he took and fold every; ſingle ar- 
ticle he could lay his hands on, or in any wiſe 
claim that belonged to the un happy governour, 
without remitting him a ſingle doit. As to 
the carriage and horſes he {old them by aucti- 
on in the confines of the gao/, whilſt he was 
priſoner there. . 

As ſuch a man as this cannot be fo diſpi- 
rited, under any predicament, as not to look 
about and-ſtrive to get out of it, for live he 
will at any rate, the world may reſt aſſured 
of, if mankind have vitals to be preyed on, tho 
he is under every difadvantage, even the want 
of abſolute neceflaries both for appearance and 
living, has dared to take a houſe, in Mount- 
Row, near Weſtminſter-Bridge, the back 
parlour of which he has furniſhed with three 
or four chairs .and a table; the reſt of the 
houſe is quite empty, except a few blankets 
on the floors in the upper rooms, for the noc- 
turnal repoſe of his family and ſelf. 

The gentleman now having finiſhed the 
abridgement of R —'s life, my relation took 
his leave, but in what ſtate of mind is very 
conceiveable, and hurries to me to exone- 
Fate his griefs, he longed to get rid of. 

| Some 
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Some time after he had compoſed his mind, he 
repeated the preceding hiſtory, his friend had 
given him of R, which affected me fo 
much, that I own I was not myſelf the re- 
mainder of the day, being really conſcious 
that I was the cauſe of introducing him 
to my lord, till at night reaſon reſumed her 
ſeat, when I had power to recollect, that there 
was no miſchief done yet, and by appriſing my 
lord of the fellow's liſe, I ſhould prevent the 
execution of any iniquitous deſigns he might 
have on him, in ſpite of his lordſhip's cre- 
dulity, which too oft has got the better of his 
judgement, where he had an intereſt in view, 
as will appear hereafter, 


Knowing there was no time to be trifled 
with, I diſpatched my relation the next morn- 
ing to prepare my lord for the reception of 
| his broker, as he was to have an interview 
with him the day following, but previouſly 
I cautioned him againſt recapitulating to his 
lordſhip the minutiæ he had heard of R 

life, for J thought it too ſcandalous to own, 

that one could by any means know ſo deteftable 
i" a chara@er : that the outlines were ſufficiently 
| picturęſque to deter a perſon from tranſacting 
| buſineſs, 
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buſineſs, or really having any thing to do with 
one of ſuch depraved impious principles, ex- 
cept in the greateſt neceſſity, and with the ut- 
moſt ſecurity. My relation waits on my 
lord accordingly, and acquaints him, that 
ſince he ſaw him, he had heard very ſtrange 
things of R——, whom, as before obſerved, 
he again ſaid, he knew but very ſuperficially ; 
therefore hoped he would take great care of 
him, and guard againſt impoſition in this bo- 
rough affair ; for as ſuch tranſactions had not 
the countenance of the laws, he would find 
it hard to redreſs himſelf, if cheated' out of 
his money in an affair of this kind, and faid 
much more than I ſhall treſpaſs on the reader 
with relating. My lord, very deliberately and 
laconically, according to cuſtom, anſwered, 
that he knew how to deal with him was he 
ever /o artful; that he had ſeen his friend, 
for whom the 4orough was deſigned, and he 
would act for him rather with more circum- 
ſpection than himſelf. My lord, replies my 
relation, how and by what means do you in- 


tend to ſecure your friend the borough? 


R has not informed you, nor did you even 
alk him the queſtion, Very true ; but ſhall 


to- 


he K«! 2 a. _ = 
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to-morrow, moſt undoubtedly, faid his lord - 
ſhip. Well, my lord, continued my relation, 
as you will not pay any money, it is to be 
ſuppoſed, till you are in poſſeſſion of the bo- 
rough, which will be ſome time hence, 
there can be no danger of the conſequence z 
or if any was required before-hand, it is to 
be hoped, you would not part with it, but to 
the burgeſſes, or the perſons who were really 
qualified to receive it; and to be certain, on 
the beſt formation and authority, that they 
were the very identical people they repre» 
ſented themſelves to be, and that actually 
had the power of enſuring the borough 
to you. Aye, aye, ſaid my lord, that 
you may be aſſured of; fo, pleading buſineſs 
urgent on his hands, my relation left him, 
| ſeemingly enveloped in his own fuperior judg- 
ment, and in no need of his nor any other's 
aſſiſtance or advice, When he had informed 
me of this converſation between my lord and 
him, I coincided in his way of thinking, viz. 
that to be ſure his lordſhip was no ftranger to 
elettioneering buſingſi, nor nb to the perſon he 
was to tranſact it with; as he was armed on all 
| points, I was eaſy in my mind, ſatisſied I had 
done 
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done my duty, as a friend, and indeed as be- 
came a perſon of the leaſt honeſty, and there- 
fore was under no apprehenſion for the iſſue. 

The next morning R, ever punctual 
to his time, on theſe cccafions, called on my 
relation, to attend him to my lord, which he 
readily did, and on the way aſked him, if he 
had heard ſrom his friends in Wiltſhire, ſince 
their laſt meeting. Yes, yes, ſays R——, 
they were all ready to come to town upon the 
firſt notice, and ratify any agreement his 
lordſhip and he ſhould make ; which cauſed an 
involuntary ſmile in him, though too percep- 
tible to eſcape the obſervation of R-—, who 
quickly aſked the reaſon of it; but my friend 
gave an evaſive anſwer, and waved the ſubject, 
reſerving his inward laugbter, that was ready 
to butſt out, for the cataſtrophe, when the 
impoſtor ſhould be fairly and openly detected 
to his face. 

When they arrived at his lordſhip's houſe, 
lo, the doors flew open on the firſt ſummons, 
which is not always the caſe, admiſſion there 
being ſometimes difficult, and they were con- 
ducted to the preſence chamber, where my 
lord impatiently expected them, as I was 

E lince 
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ſince informed, and with very little ceremony 


opened the conference, telling R——, he 
had ſeen his friend, and the terms he had 
propoſed for the borough were quite agreeable 
to, and accepted by him; ſo that he was au- 
thoriſed to aſk him, how and in what manner 
the borough was to be come at and ſecured, 
that his friend may be in the poſſeſſion of it at 
the general eleion ? which to be ſure was ſome 


diſtance off; when R——, with intrepid ef- 


frontery anſwered, that he had a red over the 
greater part of the burgeſſes of Hinden, by 
having it in his power to procure the ſeveral 
notes and receipts they had given from under 
their hands to the agents of the preſent re- 
preſentatives of Hinden, at the laſt general 
election; wherein they plainly confeſs them- 
ſelves guilty of receiving 6r#bes, by acknow- 
ledging that they had received ſuch and ſuch 
ſums of money for voting for them. That 
the perſon or perſons, who had thoſe receipts, 
would lodge them in his lordſhip's hands; 
and what is ſtill more, the very voters that 
gave them, will come to his lordſhip and 
there perſonally own to their hand«writ- 
ing, by the way of inſuring their votes 


at 


„ 
at the next general election. That he had 


wrote to the principal of them the very night 
of that day he had ſeen his lordſhip, and they 
were ready to come to town on the firſt ſum- 
mons, and anſwer for themſelves and the reſt 
for to bring them all up would be a prodigi- 
ous expence, you know, my lord, ſaid he, 
when the leaders will do as well, whoſe in- 
fluence is ſo great, that whamſoever they ſet 
up for member, he is ſurely returned without 
oppoſition. At this pleaſing account, the 
muſcles of my lord's face, my relation faid, 
ſeemed inflated, no doubt, from a beart- 
felt joy, inſtead of indignation, at the mon- 
ſter's /ies, that were palpably ſo, from their 
improbability alone, which aſtoniſhed him 
ſo greatly, that he could ſcarcely deport 
himſelf as a gentleman. However, he in 
ſome meaſure reconciled my lord's extraordi- 
nary behaviour to himſelf, viz. from his 
lordſhip's not diſcerning the difficultres that in- 
terpoſed between him and the borough, thro' 
the expectation he was now inſpired with of 
getting it on ſuch eaſy terms; terms as eaſy as 
thoſe he holds the borough of ., in B—s, 


en; which is only for a few cottages he has 
E 2 built 


. 

built chere for the uſe of the poor indigent in- 
habitants, who are the ſole voters; and by their 
ſuffrages alone conſtitute the members who 
repreſent it. Though at the laſt general elec- 
tion he was jockeyed out of that borough by 
the late Sir Robert Darling of pious memory, 
who, with great condeſcenſion, then admitted 
the elegant Mr. Edmund Burke to be returned 
colleague with him for it; becauſe, he ſaid, 
he could ale; the very word I myſelf heard 
him make uſe of, when ſpeaking of his gene- 
ralſhip on that important occaſion. 

When my lord had emerged out of his ſi- 
lent extaſy, which laſted ſome moments, he 
aſked his broker, how ſoon will the burgeſſes 
come to town where, where are the notes, 
aye, the receipts, Mr. R——, you mention- 
ed? you may have them, ſaid R——, Let 
me ſee by way of a pauſe—aye, in four or 
five days at fartheſt, only by advancing three 
hundred pounds of the purchaſe-money, to 
take them up; but the remaining nine hun- 
dred pounds you need not, no, you ſhall not 
pay till you are in the actual poſſeſſion of the h- 
rough, This is but reaſonable, continued R-; 
the burgeſſes have certainly a right to a ſinall in- 
dance of your lordſhip's good intentions to re- 
ward their great ſervices, which they, thro' 
me, make you this generous tender of. This 
was as my relation expected ; but he fixed 
his eyes on my lord, to ſee how he took it; 
which the ſuſpenſion of the vr/age, and con- 
| | traction 
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nian of the muſcles, the face quite reverſed 
to the former deſcription, at once informed 
him, that /udden joy had given place to as ſud- 
den grief. However, he collected himſelf 
with as much fortitude as could be ex- 
pected from one in his fallen flute, and aſked 
R——, how he was ſure of getting the re- 
cetpts, and the burgeſſes to acknowledge them 
to be theirs, ſhould he advance the three hun- 
dred pounds ? Secured, my lord, returns R 
why your neighbour, Mr. B—, the-merchant 
in B—d-S—t, will ſecure you by his note of 
hand, yes, bond, if required, for any money 
you may advance me, be it on what account 
it may; he well knows me, my lord, tho 
you don't. What, Mr. B—y, do you ſay? 
Mr. B—y, he lived in ſuch a place, viz. 
H—n G——n? Yes, my lord, Mr. By, 
that ſame gentleman, anſwers R „ with 
his conſiſtent v/ual audacity. When my lord 
ſaid, he knew him by report; however, his 
note of hand will do very well, continued my 
lord, and defired R to call again in two 
or three days. R—— could not brook de- 
lays, they were too dangerous for his mode of 
action, and plumply told his lordſhip, that as 
he was, which he before obſerved, ſtrongly 
ſollicited for a borough by his Veſt- Indian 
friends, he muſt know whether he would have 
it or not? &c. When my lord ſaid, he would 
have it, after he had ſeen Mr. B—, which 
would be on the morrow, and the day after 
he 
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he would ſettle matters with him, to their 
mutual ſatisfaction, he did not doubt, as he 
would advance the 300. the ſum by R 
required. 

Thus the ſecond meeting finiſhed, when 
my relation and R—— took their leave of my 
lord, and each other afterwards, without the 


leaſt converſation on this ſubjet. My rela- 


tion poſted to me, and gave me a ſuccinct de- 
tail of that day's conference, between my 


lord and his broker, which hurt me much, 


and almoſt diſarmed me of the intention to 
intereſt myſelf further in this affair; however 
I thought, indeed was determined to renew 
a hint I had given to his lordſhip, viz. that 
any ſecurity, he muſt know, which was 
given on ſuch illegal proceedings, would not 
hold good, when the cauſe came to be 
heard before a court, as this probably would ; 
for when he found himſelf cheated of his mo= 
ney, by R——, he would naturally proſecute 
B—y on the note. This precaution was ſent to 
him according to my determination, and in 
time, before he could fee B—y; but to little or 
no purpoſe, he being predetermined, one would 
imagine, at all events, to entangle himſelf in 
the very web, that if he was not as dull as the 
Antelope, when the ſun is in conjunction 
with Saturn, he muſt have ſeen was woven 
on purpoſe for him; but where people's 
avidity ſuperſede their underſtanding, in ſhort, 
where they have an inſatiable hi either for 

riches, 
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reches, grandeur, or power, they are regardleſs 
of every barrier between them and that fond, 
yea doating diſire: and I am ſorry to ſay it, that 
this obſervation holds good on the nobleman 
in queſtion ; but I leave him to his Prome- 
thean fate, a prey to that vulture, avarice, a 
torturer, by far more ſevere than Fable can 
preſent us with. Through this, his fame of 
genius has been waſted, which he once diſ- 
covered in Chriſt's College, Cambridge; and 
his peace of mind deſtroyed ever ſince he could 
diſtinguiſh between a guinea and a ſhilling. 
Alas, alas, the ardent defire of accumulating 
wealth, not only hardens the heart againſt 
every ſentiment that can humanize the brea/# 
of man, but makes him 5/ind to the means of 
attaining that very intereſt, which he ſtrains 
every nerve in the purſuit of, and after all too 
often miſtakes the magnitude of the ſhade for 
the ſubſtance 1t/el}, 

In this . poſture of affairs, as I have now 
deſcribed, between my /ord and his broker, 
it is natural to ſuppoſe I leſt them to them- 
ſelves, interfered no more; but my relation 
and I quietly lay by, waiting the reſult of the 
negociation, or rather that of his lordſhip's 
reſolution, which, in a ſhort time, Mr. R—— 
ſatisfied us in, by coming with the g/ad news 
to himſelf,vis. that B—y had given is note, 
and his lordſhip had ſigned the preliminaries; 
and, as a confirmation, produced a good bill 


of my lord's, on an eminent tradeſman, a 
Mr, 
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Mr. 7, Jeweller, near Pall Mall, for 
800“. which had about three months to 
run, and out of which R was to deduct 
the fhree hundred pounds before mentioned in 
this hiſtory, and return the remaining mor 
hundred pounds to my lord the next day, | + 
this news, I was no way appalled, the —— 
muſt ſuppoſe. from the premiſes ; as T was 
quite diſengaged in thought, I very cooly ſaid, 
Mr. R, this note diſcovers my lord's im- 
plicit confidence in your honeſty, therefore, 
he muſt naturally claim a right to ſome ſhare 
of it; and, going on, ſaid, pray. what do 
you intend to do with this bill? it is a large 
ſum, and I believe you will fin? it impoſſible 
to change it among the circle of your ac- 
quaintance; therefore, you had better return 
it to his lordſhip this very day, that you have 
received it on, and let him know, that it 
would be more convenient to you, to have a 
bill for three hundred pounds only. Let me 
tell you, ſaid I, this is a great ſum for you to 
get diſcounted, or my ideas are very unjuſtly 
formed, on any reaſonable terms ;'true, madam, 
faid R——, and above all I want even that 
to be reduced into lefler ſums by all means; 
the eight hundred pounds bill 1 will return as 
you adviſe, and alſo deſire my lord to get the 
t bree hundred pounds bill, he intends for me, 
divided into two, of one hundred and fifty 

unds each; as the burgeſſes are in imme- 


diate want of their money, I think I cannot 
return 
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retutn to his lordſhip too ſoon to accompliſh 
the buſineſs; true, Mr. R 
away he went in queſt of him, to the 
Smyrna coffee-houſe, his houſe of rendezvous. 
When he was departed, my relation and I 
piqued ourſelves not a little, in faving my 
lord, from lofing the whole 8oo/l. Gill. 
There was now, by my policy, at leaſt, I thought 
a chance of ſaving five hundred pounds 
of it from the flames of deſtruction ; from 
whence we derived that true ſatisfaction, 
which the conſciouſne/s of doing what is juft 
and rigbt, can really and only afford to good 
minds. Hb 

R—— was as good as his word, and found 
his lordſhip at the Smyrna, returned, the bill 
of eight hundred pounds to him ; and, at 
the ſame time, requeſted two bills of one 
bundred and fifty pounds each, inſtead of 
a ſingle one for three hundred pounds; 
but begged they might be on Mr. J——s, as 
the other was drawn before. This requeſt 
was complied with, and my lord punctually 
met him, the following day, at the appoint- 
ed time, at the Salapian coffee-houſe, Char ing- 


Croſs, and gave him two ſeparate bills, for 


the ſums, and in manner as above deſired. 
When R had got the bills, he came 
and ſhewed them to me; and, though not 
very large, I found in the courſe of his con- 
verlation, had I not before from good reaſons 
ſuppoſed it, before that he knew not what to — 
F. wit 
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with them, and ſeemed quite uneaſy about 
getting them off: though, abſolutely, for 
their value, they were as good as thoſe of the 


banks of England. 


In conſequence of my obſervation, I began 
ſaying, that no man could be long puzzled to 
get caſh for ſuch bills, though they had longer 
to run than was uſual in the courſe of Singe; 
any eminent tradeſman would diſcount them, 
on buying thirty or forty pounds worth of 

oods from him: I then mentioned a Mr. 
M „ a falver-ſmith in the city, and ſaid, 
laying out cither of the ſums above-mentioned 
with him, I faid I was certain he would do it, 
This I did, in order to know how, and where 
my lord's money was to be diſpoſed of, con- 
vinced it would never enter the channel his 
lordſhip intended it ſhould paſs through, viz. 
the hands of the burgeſſes of Hindon. R 
made no return to this advice, all he ſaid was, 
viz. ſurely my lord will give me more money, 


if this does not anſwer the intended purpoſe? 


I was wrong and very unlucky in firſt men- 
tioning the exact ſum of three hundred pounds, 
to be all that was wanting, but thought my- 
ſelf afterwards obliged to adhere to my pro- 


poſal; and, without waiting for my anſwer, 


bade me good morrow, and took ſudden leave; 


but I eaſily penetrated into the receſſes of his 


intentions, and was almoſt certain he was 


gone to the /ilver/mith M——, before-men- 


tioned, I went thither the —_ day to be 
re- 
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reſolved, when, on the firſt enquiry, Mr. 
i. informed me, that he had been there; 
that he had changed a bill of one hundred 
and fifty pounds for him of lord V——'s ; 
that he had bought ninety-four pounds worth 
of new-faſhioned plate from him out of it, 
for the uſe of his houſe, he ſaid, and the re- 
maining fifty-four pounds he gave him in 
caſh. I then bad Mr. M to beware of, 
and not diſcount any bills for him whoſe 
worth he had not previouſly and well informed 
himſelf of; that the one he had taken from 
him was certainly good, and that he had an- 
other of the like ſum on the ſame perſon. 
This caution Mr. M received with great 
thankfulneſs from me, and I have reaſon to 
believe, indeed am aſſured, obſerved it as 
well; though my relation, ſo often men- 
tioned in this narrative, has ſuffered pretty 
ſeverely ſince, and from the hand of Mr. 
M—— too, for my officious advice to him, 
notwithſtanding he availed himſelf of it ; but 
I ſhall refer the account of this to the ſequel. 

From M——'s I went to R——'s houſe, 
which I ſuppoſed could not want furniture 
now. Accordingly, the ſtreet-parlour 1 ſaw 
was well furniſhed, and learned that the reſt 
of the houſe was equally ſo; but not from 
R——, nor his family, muſt be ſuppoſed ; 
and further, that he and they were dreſſed 
moſt ſumptuouſly : ſo that the houſe and its 


inhabitants, looked alike. 
F 2 Thus 
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Thus the roter judiciouſly expended the 
greater part of the three hundred pounds be- 
fore- mentioned; thinking himſelf the only 
perſon that had a right to it, being but what: 
his Macbiavalſbip had acquired, and therefore 
not anſwerable to any man for, or about the 
diſpoſal of it, and eſpecially to the burgeſſes 
of Hindon, whom he had not an idea, or ra- 
ther a perception of; nor if they had really ex- 
iſted in his knowledge, and employed him for 
this purpoſe, would he have departed from 
his od maxim, viz. of being the /awjul heir 
to whatever ſell into his own hands. As my re- 
lation had not ſeen his lordſhip ſince he had 
ratified the treaty with R——, he thought it 
high - time, on this intelligence particularly, 


to wait upon and inform him, how exa&ly 


his intentions were fulfilled by R——, in 
the ſeveral difburſements of his caſh. He 
did ſo the day following, and after he 
had ended his news, my lord faid, he be- 
lieved all he ſaid to be true, without diſco- 
vering any vilible eie, Whatever he 
might have felt, from what he heard ; whe- 
ther this compoſure aroſe from his knowing 
that it was too late to complain of the lots 
he could not recover, or from the fear of 
letting my relation fee ne thought himſelf 
duped, he does not pretend to determine ; 
his behaviour was as deſcribed, quite com- 
poſed, his words iew ; but a /2b would now 
and then break out, in ſpite ot his reſolves, 

to 
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to put him in mind he had a heart that felt 
the loſs of his money. At laſt, he faid, that he 


had B—'s note for his ſecurity ; but thought it 
Was not drawn in that ſtrong manner it ſhould 


have been, when he came to reviſe it. -Then 
he aſked my relation if he ever knew or heard 
how B— and R—— came to be ſo intimate] 
connected as they are? My relation ſaid, that 
he believed it was at the time that R 
commenced money broker ; for when he was 
in poſſeſſion of governor R 
and effects, he advertiſed to lend money at 5 
per cent. on perſonal ſecurities, and to perſons 
in trade only, among whom he heard Mr. 
. B— applied. Now, the intention of this 
ſcheme in R, was to get into the know- 
ledge of people's circumitances and affairs, 
and ſo make them uſeful to him after, for 
keeping the ſecret, though he neither could 
or would relieve their want of money, was it 
in his power. To this my lord readily aſ- 
ſented; and cn ending the converſation, de- 
fired my relation to ſave appearances with 
R——, and ſo keep an eye upon him; this 
he did, as long as it could be of any uſe to 
his lordſhip, . | 
On the day foilowing my relation, went to 
a coffechouſe, in the city, where he ſaw R——, 
who, at firſt ſight, aſked him for my lord, 
when he had ſeen him, &c.. as the other did 
not think himſelf obliged to give him an an- 
{wer direfly, according to the point of time, 
| | for 
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1 
for ſuch a mi/creant he thought he had no 
right to any terms where truth and honour 
were concerned, faid, he did not know, it 
was ſo long fince he ſaw his lordſhip. Pray, 
replied R——, has he diſpoſed, or got off 
Js note of five hundred pounds? be- 
cauſe if he has not, continued he, I can get 
his lordſhip the cafþ for it, which I know he 
wants, in two hours time; and intend to go 
to him this very afternoon to make him a 


tender of my ſervice to that purpoſe. Very 


well, faid my relation, no doubt but you 
will; but he ſaid to himſelf, his lordſhip, upon 


that condition, will never ſee the note, nor 


the contents, again. After a very ſhort ſtay, 
fearing R—— would be with my lord before 
him, he takes coach and drives to Sf. James's 
Street, where he found him very a propos, 
and let him into the further deſigns of good 
Mr. R——, and begged he would have 
nothing more to do with him on any 
pretext whatever; and, by the bye, this was 
but prudent; for tho” my lord had already 
b.en ſo ill treated by this fellow, I would not 
anſwer how further he might be open to his 
mniquitous defigns on the plan he went. My lord 
ſaid, he would not ſee him, except he {aw the 
papers and the burgeſſes of Hindon together 
with him. My relation faid, he was quite 
right; for by that reſolution his lordſhip, he 
was ſure, would never fee R—— more, as he 
would never wait upon him in company with 


either 


but w 
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either of them, nor has he to this day, ſeen 
either R——, money, burgeſſes, nor notes ; the 
laſt of which, by what he had heard, he juſtly 
imagined to be forgeries; ſo whilſt R— is now 
{kulking under the canopy of the night, Mr. 
B—y may ſmile at a my lord can do to him; 
and thus the nobleman is trick'd. 

But to return to R , Who, as he opened 
the fir/t, is to cloſe the /aft ſcene of this Narra- 
tive. He waited on his lordſhip, as he ſaid 
he would do, to get him caſh for his 500/. Sl, 
ied the fight of him, — 
repeateRviſiis to his houſe. He now loſt all 
hopes of graſping the 500d. bill, and laid 
the diſappointment at my relation's door, His 
dernier reſort was now to M —, the ſilver- 
ſmith, his money being all gone, to try his 
credit with him; but he received him ſo di- 
ſtantly, ſo cooly, that R thought my te- 
lation muſt have done his buſineſs with him 
4 /ſo.; and therefore, inſtead of aſking him the 
price of plate, aſked, when he had ſeen my 
relation. The other anſwered, very lately. 
Aye, ſaid R——-, did you ſo? and then he 
larded him with the /ubhme epithets he had 
learned in Newgate, the Fleet, and the King's 
Bench priſons ; and to finith him completely 
in the eyes of M——7n, in whoſe books he 
found he was, ſaid, if it had not been for 
him, you would have bad the changing of a 
5ool. bill of lord v 's on the ſame good 
man as the laſt you. had from me. 1 

this 
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this was the probe to M——n's ſenſible /eel- 
ings; for to them he ſpore, knowing he was 
no enemy to money. This ,rouzed M-——x 
to purſue my relation with znre/enting rage 
and malice, for a debt he owed him, at that 
time, of 25/. for a whole year inceflantly ; 
and before he got him, run the debt to 391. 
with the bare coſts of law, in taking out ac- 
tions only, without any other law proceed- 
ings, to the honour of our laꝛos be it ſpoken; 
he arreſted him «at Bath, from whence he 
moved himſelf to the King's-Benth priſon 
by a Habeas, which, with the expences 
there, on the removal, and in priſon, where 
he was only fourtegu days, coſt him 277/. 
154. fo that he paid for a debt of 25/. no 
leſs than fixty-fix pounds, fifteen ſhillings, 
for which two perſons heicin mentioned 
ought to bluſh : the one for deſerting him in 
his misfortunes, and the other for hunting 
him into them, whom he endeavoured with 
his utmoſt powers to lave, 


N. B. In my next, which I — pub- 
liſning ſoon, I ſhall give the remarkable anec- 
dotes of the /ife of a certain nobleman ; which, 
I dare venture to ſay, will be acceptable to 
the public, —if from their 2ovelty only. 
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